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1964 

In 1964, during the presidency of 

Lyndon B. Johnson, Congress enacted 

Public Law 88-452, an omnibus bill 

titled the "Economic Opportunity Act 

of 1964." The Act established the Of-

fice of Economic Opportunity in the 

Executive Office of the President to 

direct and coordinate the mobiliza-

tion of the "human and financial re-

sources of the nation to combat pov-

erty in the United States." The ef-

fort quickly became known as the “ war 

on poverty.”  In part, the Act stated: 

"It is the policy of the United 

States to eliminate the paradox of 

poverty in the midst of plenty in 

this nation by opening, to everyone, 

the opportunity for education and 

training, the opportunity to work, 

and the opportunity to live in decen-

cy and dignity." Community Action 

Agencies, which are local private non

-profit and public government organi-

zations that have directly served the 

needs of the low-income. 
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1965 
How YVEDDI Started... 

 

On August 9, 1965, twenty-six interested citizens, invited by Joe 

C. Matthews, met at the Jonesville Town Hall to decide which coun-

ties would join together to develop a Community Action Agency 

(CAA).  The following counties were represented: Ashe, Alleghany, 

Stokes, Surry, Wilkes, and Yadkin. 

 

Also, attending the meeting were Mr. Eddie Brown, a Representa-

tives from Raleigh, and Ms. Micki Bingham, a Representative from 

Washington, DC. 

 

On August 23rd, the County Planning Boards from seven counties 

met and elected Joe C. Matthews as Chairman of the Planning Group 

and began working to establish a CAA. 

 

On August 30th, a Steering Committee met at the Yadkin County 

High School in Boonville to prepare to make application under the 

Economic Opportunity Act to establish a Community Action Agency 

(CAA) comprising four counties. 

 

On September 16th, Articles of Incorporation were ap-

proved with Davie, Stokes, Surry, and Yadkin Counties, 

establishing Yadkin Valley Economic Development Dis-

trict, Inc. 

 

On June 6, 1966, Carroll F. Gardner was elected Chairman 

of the Board of Directors and John Hairston was elected 

Secretary/Treasurer.  Claude A. (Bob) Campbell had been 

employed as Executive Director. 
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MISSION STATEMENT 

Dedicated to improving the lives of individ-

uals and families in Davie, Stokes, Surry, 

and Yadkin Counties through a variety of 

programs and partnerships to build stronger 

communities. 

 

 

 

VISION STATEMENT 

YVEDDI is the best Community Action Agency 

in North Carolina. Our caring professionals 

and Board members work in harmony as a team 

to make a positive difference, promote 

wholesome living and connect individuals and 

families to tools and resources that foster 

success and self sufficiency. 
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Dates Chairman Vice-Chairman 

6-20-66 Carroll F. Gardner John Hairston 

Secretary/Treasurer 

1967 Carroll F. Gardner Fred Hobson 

1668 John Hairston Vance Thompson 

1969 John Hairston Vance Thompson 

1970 Lonnie Howell Thelma Holcomb 

1971-1983 L. H. Jones Sam Daywalt 

O.S. Turner 

John Hairston 

Delma Hoots 

1984-1995 Charles C. Jackson O.S. Turner 

Ellis Boyles 

1996-1999 Ellis Boyles Michael D. Crouse 

2000-2002 Michael D. Crouse Ellis Boyles 

2003 Roger Evans John Barber 

2004-2008 Hassel Brown John Barber 

2009-2013 Jack G. Koontz Michael D. Crouse 

2013-2014 Jimmy Walker Michael D. Crouse 

2015– Current Cindi Dixon Eddie Harris 

Board History 
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1999 - 2011   JoAnn Larkins 

1971 - 1999  

Jimmie R. Hutchens 

1965 - 1971 

Claude A. “Bob”  

Campbell 

Executive Directors 

2012 - Present  Kathy Payne 



P A G E  8  

Y V E D D I  



P A G E  9  

Y V E D D I  

Original Board 

Members  

Articles of  

Incorporation 
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Jeff Cockerham (current staff), Lisa 

Money (current staff), Lavania Gilliam 

(former staff) 
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Head Start field trip 
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ShaRee Parker and  

Nat Venning (former staff) 



Jack Koontz (former Bd.) and 

Charlie Walker (former staff) 
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E. L. Cundiff was in-

strumental in the devel-

opment of YVEDDI.  He 

was a Charter Member of 

the Board of Directors 

and served in various 

offices over a 30+ year 

period. 

E. L. Cundiff 
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The first Meal 

on Wheels  

delivery 

1972 

Freda Gibbons  

(former Bd.)  

Hassel Brown 

(former Bd.) 
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 1980 
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1983 
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1995 
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 1999 

Gilda Pruitt (current staff) and  

Barbara Hall (former staff) 
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2000 

Y V E D D I  

Barbara Mittman  

(former staff) 
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2004 

Y V E D D I  

Joyce Bryant (current Bd.) 
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2008 
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2009 

The YVEDDI District 

Office relocated to 

533 N. Carolina Ave, 

Highway 601N 

in 2009 

The YVEDDI District Office was located 

at 3800 River Road in Boonville, NC 

from 1965 to 2008 
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2011 

Jack Koontz 

(former Bd. )

and Mike Crouse 

(current Bd.) 
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Our new logo/

branding was  

introduced 

2012 
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2013 

Volunteer Driver Program Launched 
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2014 



P A G E  3 1  

Y V E D D I  

2015 
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2015 
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 2015 

The agency is governed by a 24 member Board of 

Directors made up of public officials, low-

income and private representatives reflective 

of our service area.   

 

YVEDDI employs about 240 staff and approximate-

ly 100 are part-time, with a varying operating 

budget of $11.2 million for the administration 

of 65+ grants.   

 

Programs are funded through Federal, State, 

County Governments, United Fund agencies and 

other resources.   

 

Programs Include: 

Community Services Block Grant (CSBG) 

Domestic Violence/Sexual Assault 

Head Start 

Migrant Head Start 

L. H. Jones Family Resource Center 

Retired and Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP) 

Senior Centers 

Senior Enrichment Program 

Public Transportation 

Weatherization 
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Current Board of Directors 

Kevin Austin 

James Brown 

Joyce Bryant 

Mickey Cartner, Treasurer 

Kelly Craine 

Mike Crouse 

Cindi Dixon, Chair Person 

Christin Duncan 

Beverley Essick 

John Ferguson 

Buck Golding 

Eddie Harris, Vice-Chairman 

Debra Jessup, Parliamentarian 

Sylvia Jessup, Secretary 

Essie Joyce 

Shelby King 

Ernest Lankford 

Richard Lasky 

Jo Ann Layell 

Claudia Martinez 

Tracie Murphy 

Mary Olvera 

Jimmy Walker 

Marion Welborn 

Jimmy Walker and Kevin Austin 

(current Bd.) 

Shelby King 

(current Bd.) 

Mickey Cartner  

(current Bd.) 
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Essie Joyce (current Bd.) 

JoAnn Larkins (former staff) and 

Jimmy Walker (current Bd.) 

Ms. Essie Joyce is 

the only original 

Board Member that 

remains on our 

Board. 

Her dedication  

contributes to our 

success. 

Thank you for many 

years of devoted 

service. 
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Hassel C. Brown 

Jo Ann Larkins 

Jack G. Koontz 

John Barber 

Barbara Galloway Mittman 

Freda Heflin Gibbons 

Maxine Reynolds 

Helena Creed Monus 

HONORS 

Patricia Beck 

Hassel Brown (Bd.) 

Susan Collins 

Athalee Dinkins (Bd.) 

Lavania Gilliam 

Barbara Hall 

Shirley Harrold 

Lavae Hicks 

Brenda Holbrook 

Mary Miller-Hutchens 

Jack Koontz(Bd.) 

Jo Ann Larkins 

Shirley Nichols 

ShaRee Parker 

Terry Parker 

Maxine Reynolds 

Linda Riddle 

Robert Strickland (Bd.) 

Linda Willard 

 

RETIREES 

Robert Strickland 

(former Bd.) 
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Jimmie R. Hutchens 

Nell Wilhelm Dinkins 

W. Rawley Amburn 

Ellis Boyles 

Ann Dowell 

Nina McCreary Crowder 

Margie Joyce Ziglar 

Ada Jackson Lovell 

Anna Ree Badgett 

Frank Layell 

Barbara Golden Watkins 

Samuel Luther Daywalt 

Mr. & Mrs. L. H. Jones 

W.G. Dinkins 

Elsie Bledsoe Sizemore 

Ettie Mae Collins 

Barbara Grubbs 

Reta Lowe Moore 

E. L. Cundiff 

Nathaniel McArthur 

Easter Mea Jessup 

Pride E. Wooten 

Mable R. Allen 

Joe C. Mathews 

Virgil Marvin Long 

Betty Jenkins 

Darlene Lytton 

Charles G. Walker 

 Judith N. Gilley 

Marisa Brown 

Irene Shuff 

Lorraine Delaney 

Y V E D D I  

IN MEMORY 
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Many thanks to the  

dedicated Board  

Members, employees, 

volunteers and partners 

that have made the last 

50 years possible. 
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